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TALKING THE TALK
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Scbastian Wolll, a German exchange student from Juniata College, explains the finer points of his native language to Erika
Monihen and Jenna Cooley, fivsi-year students at Juniata Valley High School,

Juniata program introduces native speakers to high school students

By Kewvin Ore
Staff Writer

ALEXANDRIA — Kirk Revnolds knows a §it-
{le more abeut French Tood new than he did a
week apo. He knows what Histe people in Paris
cat lunch and dinnor and how they use bread
tomep all the leftover suuces from their plales
at the end of each meal.

"1 was wondering, whal if vou den't like the
sauee? e sadd. .

1t lewrned i ali as part of Language in
Motion, a new program that brings lanpuage
scholars and native speakers to high schoot
tlassrooms in the area.

At Juniata Valley High Schogl, six sopho-
maores filed inlo & classroom early Monday
marning to learn about fruits, vegetables,
Jitnch and dinner under the Eiffel Tower. At
the head of the class were two students From
Juniaia College, French najors who elected to
felp loach classes as part of their studies.

Language in Motion began ab Juniata, the
rostdt of & $5,000 praut from the Conpoerative
Grants Program of the Associalion of
Tnternatiomal Educalors, 1t follows on the
heels of Juniata's Science in Mallon program,

which brings biology, physics and chemistry
students inte iigh scheol classtooms to teach
what they've learned.

Deb Roney, the programt’s divector, visits at
least two schools per week with her students,
who leach French, Germman, Spanish and
Russian, Sheruns the show, but it's the Juniata
sturdents who talk the lalk, That's fine with her
— andt it’s fine with high schoelers.

“Since they've younger, the kids believe it a
Ini beiter than they do from theiy repntar
leachers,” she saijd,

1t worked Tucsday morning, Reynolds sald
after looking at vegetables and learning the
words French use to daseribe them: pomme de
terre for pofate, chowfluer for cautiflower,
haricets verts for green beans.

“Usually we're vight out of the book,” he
said. "We have visuals here.” Lanpuage in
Motion classes are a little bit Hghter than nor-
mat, 4 little bit Inoser, he sald.

At the front of the class, Juniata senior Ann
Margrave spent the previous 45 minutes slid-
ing from English to Prench and back again,
offering specifics just- how seriously the
IFrench falke their meals,

“No civilized person can 5it down and eat a

neal in 15 minutes,” she said, veferring to the
practice of grabbing a quick huanch during the
workday. On the other side of the Allantie, it's
nol uncommon o take twoe hours for lunch
avan if it means missing out on work back at
the office, she sald.

Margrave spont a year in IFrance, immers-
ing hersell in the language and culiure.
Another student teacher Sebastian Wolff
comes straight from Ceymany and brings with
him all the experience that cinnes witl spend-
ing 13 years in a German schonl system,

Having such experienced speakers in class-
rooms is part of what makes Language in
Motion such a valuabile tool te {eachers, Roney
said. It's valuable to the high school studenis,
but it's also valuable lo the native speakers
who are learnisg about American eulture for
the first Lime,

It means that Janguage isu’] just something
coming from a texibook,

“We cart talk about {he use of language in
naultiple condexts,” she said,

ﬁMr'rmr Staff Writer Kevin Ol can be veached
af PGFLO7 or kati@altoonamirrar.con.




