


She taught introductory geology, historical geology, sedimentology, and
paleontology in the WKU geology program. During her academic career, Debbie was
author or co-author of 33 technical publications in a variety of geoscience subdisciplines
and acquired nearly $100,000 in funding to support research for herself and her
students. Debbie worked closely with students and was appreciated by them for her
easy communication of complex materiat and for her caring, genial personality.

I'd like to read an excerpt from Debbie's goodbye Ietter to faculty and students
that appeared in the Fall 1998 departmental newsletter, the GEOGRAM:

"Making the decision to leave Western this year was a very difficuft one. Having
an overactive conscience, | began wrestling two years ago with the knowledge that there
would soon come a time when | could no longer meet my personal standards for what
was expected of a faculty member. As a result, | decided to forego the request for
tenure and ‘retire.’ For as long as it takes, | will be dedicating my time and energy to
regaining my health.

“For all of the students | have taught since 1991, I say thank you for the fond
memornies with which | leave. Although some of you have given me more gray hairs than
others, | treasure all the memones. Thank you for putting forth your best efforts in class
and thank you for allowing me the opportunity to work with many of you on independent
research projects. | hope the experiences | gave you allowed you to grow
professionally, just as | grew from having known you and worked with you.

“l leave you with a pun from one of my introductory geology classes that best
sums up my years here at Weslern: | have had a simply ‘marble-ous’ time teaching
geology and | still ‘shale’ be around for hog roasts and other Department activities."

Since her retirement in 1998, Debbie remained active in the Department by
helping with Geology Club fundraisers and other activities. She was a key figure every
semester in the three-day sale of rocks, jewelry, and other goodies sponsored by the
Geology Club.

On a personal level, Deb's friends and family remember her for many other
talents beyond teaching:

** She enjoyed collecting and had numerous and assorted antiques and unique items.

** She enjoyed fine mineral samples and semi precious gems, especially making them
into jewelry items. :

** Debbie was an avid gardener and kept meticulous notes on her latest floral
experiments.

** She enjoyed painting in watercolor and acrylics and had a fine eye for seeing what
was 'good’, or aesthetically pleasing, in nearly everything.

** She designed and decorated the unique home where the Kuehn family has lived since
1991. She loved to host parties and gatherings there.



** She loved antique cars and could often be seen buzzing around Bowling Green either
in her 1963 Ford Thunderbird or her latest, a 1961 diamond blue Thunderbird.

Debbie had only 47 living years, but she accomplished more than most of us do
in a full lifetime. She never wasted a minute unless her health kept her from being a
participant. She was industrious, meticulous, and productive.

I'd like to close by paraphrasing Deb's words from her retirement letter:
We have had a simply ‘marble-ous’ time knowing Debbie through our many interactions
and we know that she ‘shale’ be around in our hearts and our memories for as long as
we all live.

text by her loving hushand,
Kenneth William Kuehn
February 11, 2002
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