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On June 10-11, 2022, we celebrated our 50th reunion, actually 50 (+1), but who's counting?  

It was wonderful to reconnect with friends and classmates after all of these years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you would like to see the names of our classmates in this picture, please click here. 

 

• On Friday, June 10, classmates attended a variety of Alumni College classes. There were 
opportunities to visit the Class of ’71 Hospitality Lounge, attend a keynote lecture by Nobel Laureate 
Bill Phillips ’70, and, of course, catch up on life with friends. On Friday evening, we attended the 
All Class Dinner, followed by a Class of ’71 gathering in our Lounge in Ellis Hall. 

 
• On Saturday, June 11, there were more opportunities to attend Alumni College sessions, a 
picnic on the quad, tours, and more time for visiting in the Hospitality Lounge. Saturday evening 
began with a reception and class photo for 1971, followed by dinner with the Class of ’70. The 
Class of ’72, also celebrating its 50th reunion, invited our two classes to join them after dinner 
for music and dancing. 

 
 
 

We Did It! 

https://www.juniata.edu/alumni/events/reunions/class-of-1971.php


 

Gift of Love Reunion Booklet 

 

by Becky Valigorsky Bricen 
Adapted from the speech she gave at our dinner shared with the Class of 1970 

If anything good would come of Covid, it was the chance for the classes of 1970 and 1971 to meet again. In 
the typical five year reunion cycle, we may have never met up with faces and friends from “the other class”. 
But here we meet at tables of eight to celebrate a long awaited milestone. 

As the Class of '71, we sometimes felt like the second sibling following 
the older brother. The Class of ‘70 seemed to have been blessed with 
talent and creativity. If you pair those qualities with hard work and 
camaraderie, you have a challenge that is hard to meet. You may recall. 
It could have something as simple as a tug of war. Then it was the 
football floats followed by the holiday decorations. Perhaps the most 
anticipated contest …...............All Class Night. Did we beat them one 
year? Even if we did not win, it was a great time of talent and laughter. Our All Class Night production 1970 

The competition continued off campus. It even went on after graduation. Little did we know that there would 
be a Nobel Prize coming up. With that, the Class of '71 did not win, and decided to throw in the towel. Class of 
'70, ….........YOU have it! Through the years, the Class of '70 has been most gracious. You may recall that 
sometimes in “their” reunion year, they extended an invitation to the class above them and to the class below 
them to “come and celebrate” with them. How fortuitous the practice. It was well-received when they 
suggested a joint dinner for tonight. 

And so tonight, I follow Candy Wamsley DeSpikes. In the day, Candy was the most energetic class leader/ 
organizer and continues to be that person. As co-eds, Pam and I were much less involved. In 2016, we came 
back for our 45th. It was a fun time to reconnect with classmates, and we felt so welcomed to campus that we 
considered signing up for the President's Commission. Pam was reluctant, but I did not want to do it alone. 
That was our chance to return to campus in the fall. there is something magical about coming onto campus 
in the fall...makes you feel young again well at least for a few moments. So we attended the President's 
Commission for 2016, 2017, 2018. Finally, in September 2019, we met up with Candy and some of her 
committee. We had not seen them in 49 years! 

To read ther rest of the speech, click here 
 
 

 

John Loucks, Jane's 
husband, painted a 
lovely watercolor 
of Ellis Hall. The 
couple donated it 
to Juniata, and it 
currently graces 
the walls of the 
student commons, 
the area in Ellis 
Hall built with our 
class donation. 

Our Reunion Booklet is available to everyone to 
view electronically. It contains pictures and 
information from classmates who chose to submit 
them, a section for remembering classmates who 
have gone before us, and some interesting pictures 
and facts about Juniata, past and present. To 
access your free electronic copy, click here and use 
the password: 1971JC50. 
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Co-Chair Corner 

https://www.juniata.edu/alumni/events/reunions/media/beckys-article.pdf
https://www.juniata.edu/alumni/media/1971%20Reunion%20Booklet-FINAL.2022.pdf


 
Invited Guests 

 
by Charlotte Houchin Kresge 

Each class celebrating its 50th reunion has the opportunity to invite former professors to its 
Class Dinner on Saturday night.  Our class invited Betty Ann Cherry and Dr. Tom Woodrow, two 
of the most interesting people who helped shape our thinking during our years at Juniata. It 
was fun reminiscing with them, hearing their stories about members of our class, and learning 
what they have been doing in the intervening years. We also invited Tom Snyder, our Assistant 
Director of Admissions, who was joined by his wife, Mary. 

  
Mrs. Cherry graced us with 

I was honored to serve as host for Dr. Woodrow, a prayer before our dinner 
who was my favorite professor at Juniata. with the Class of 1970. 

 

Our Legacy Lives On! 

 
by Carol Ellis Paullin 

 
One more time….....Thank you, Class of 1971, for your generous 
giving in honor of our 50th Reunion. The reaction to the beautiful 
new Students Common on the second floor of Ellis Hall was 
absolutely wonderful. It is a bright and comfortable space for 
students to gather and the members of our class who were on 
campus June 9-12 certainly made good use of it as we congregated to 
share memories, tell stories, catch up with 50 years, and even 
enjoy some beer and wine right there in the open. Imagine that! 

 
In addition to the $251,133 that we donated towards the renovation 
of Ellis Hall, our total class gift of $2, 628, 358 will support Juniata in 
many ways into the future. It’s great to be a JUNIATA ALUM! 

Check Out Our Website 

Check out our website for access to to all eight newsletters, the Reunion Booklet, several videos, 
and additional information about our Reunion. Click here. 
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https://www.juniata.edu/alumni/events/reunions/class-of-1971.php


Check Out Our Facebook Page 

 
 

by Pam Pollick Babick 

Cheers!! To our committee… 
 

How do you thank people who come forward and donate hundreds of hours of their time to planning a 
most memorable weekend? Those long hours really paid off because it was indeed a very memorable 
weekend. I believe our laughter, chatter and enthusiasm certainly were a clear “thank you” for doing a 
great job.  Juniata even rewarded our efforts, because we were, along with the Class of ’70, 
awarded a trophy for our combined hours of volunteer work from our combined committees. 

 
It was a pleasure reconnecting with our classmates who worked on the committee. Even though COVID 
dampened our spirits with a couple postponements, the committee marched on through zoom meeting 
after zoom meeting. I actually looked forward to them, to reconnect with our classmates with a little 
catchup and a lot of hard work. Now, when I see an email from one of my classmates, I get a smile as I 
open it. 

 

The committee Chairs were great leaders. We 
donated a very generous gift to Juniata through a 
creative idea on a VIRTUAL ZOOM REUNION IN 
OCTOBER 2021. Thank you Legacy Committee, 
led by Carol Ellis Paullin, who  organized 
our fundraising, keeping us on task as she 
gently encouraged us to do more. Reaching 50% 
donors was so exciting. Our classmates stepped 
up to the challenge! Check out this link to 
the video of our virtual reunion. Click here. 

 

We owe a huge thanks to Charlotte Houchin 
Kresge, who edited, produced, proofed and any 
other task needed to get these newsletters out to 
you. AMAZING! Actually, amazing is really an 
understatement. She also produced the Reunion 
booklet. She worked long hours of complete 
focus and total dedication, because she loved the 
job. 

 
 
 
 

 
Carol, Becky, Charlotte, Jane, Pam 

 

Jane Walter Loucks planned our activities for Reunion Weekend. Even though COVID postponed our 
reunion, she never gave up. When we prepared the third time around, the activities that Jane had 
worked so hard to gather, were not able to be included. Jane Maskas Stoutland, who still competes in 
tennis tournaments on her age level, was to have lessons. Urtha Lenharr was to present a session on his 
involvement in the Alaskan Iditarod. The Juniata Debate Team had a presentation on their superb 
success story. The t-shirt sale was to fund a small gift and personal note for each incoming Freshman. 
Maybe for our 55th?? Who knows? 

 

What I do know is the committee accomplished one wonderful reunion weekend! Thank you! 
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Check out our Facebook page to see some great pictures taken at our reunion. Click here. 

Cheers to Our Committee!! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Grb7urpqKR8
https://www.facebook.com/groups/145169388862832/


Remembering Those Who Have 
Gone Before Us 

We Won the Time 
and Talent Cup! 

 
 

by Jane Walter Loucks 
 

Thank you to all the social events committee members for all the ideas of what was to have been 
envisioned for our 50th Reunion. A special thanks to Urtha Lenharr for his willingness to educate us 
on the Alaska Iditarod – another time, perhaps at our 55th reunion. Alumni weekend was full of 
laughs and the campus looked beautiful. We missed those of you who weren’t there and enjoyed 
spending time with those who were. 

 
As our alma mater says: To Juniata College dear, in praise we raise our song. The place of loyal 
hearts and cheer, which we have loved so long; we love the pathways to and fro, the classrooms and 
the halls; WE’LL NE’ER FORGET, THO FAR WE GO, THE DAYS WITHIN HER WALLS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Class of 1971 Hospitality Lounge in Ellis Hall 
 

 

 

The classes of 1971 and 1970 were co-recipients of 
the Time and Talent Cup, a trophy awarded for 
the 3,555 volunteer hours completed by their 
classmates. Thank you, committee members, 
for the many hours that you contributed to the 
planning of our reunion! 

 
 

 
We have created a short slide show to honor 
and remember our classmates who have gone 
before us. To access the show, please click 
here. 

 

Becky, Carol and Pam 
accept the Time and 
Talent Cup 
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Social Events Committee 

https://www.juniata.edu/alumni/events/reunions/media/1971%20Remembering%2050%20FINAL.mp4


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you, Juniata College!!! 
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Thanks for the Memories 


