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In Praise We Raise Our Song 
 

John F. Bukowski 
Spring Awards Convocation, May 7, 2019 

 

John Bukowski is Professor of Mathematics at Juniata College. 

 am not a speech kind of person. However, I am very much at home on stage … as a musician and a 

performer. Therefore, instead of a speech this afternoon, there will be a kind of performance. What 

happens up here will not be profound or intellectual, but I hope you will find it entertaining. 

High on a shelf in our library is this book, The Juniata College Song Book, from 1912 (see Figure 

1).1 One-third of the book has songs about Juniata College, and the rest has songs sung at the college. I  

 

Figure 1. The first edition of The Juniata College Song Book was compiled and published by the Glee Club in 1900. 

This is the third edition of that book, published in 1912.  

am going to concentrate on the first part of the book and introduce you to several of the songs about 

Juniata College. First, though, I need to tell you one thing I learned about the people here in 1912: they 

sang a lot higher than I do! I had to transpose almost all of these songs because I am not really into 

singing a high F, and I don’t think anyone else here would enjoy that either.  

Remember the title of my speech: “In Praise We Raise Our Song”? This is part of the opening 

line of our Alma Mater. Of course, at the end of the Convocation, we will all sing the Alma Mater. Did 

I 
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you know this was not always our Alma Mater? The book has an older version (see Figure 2). The 

melody is not original, as is the case for many of our songs here this afternoon. This one comes from a 

string quartet of Haydn. Germany uses it as their national anthem, and other colleges and universities use 

it as their Alma Mater as well. Here are all three verses of our old Alma Mater (click the YouTube link to 

hear Dr. Bukowski performing song #1: “Alma Mater,” https://youtu.be/wiKYP5_xSWw). 

 

Figure 2. The songs of the College were used to bring together the Juniata community. From the introduction of the 

Songbook comes this: “Many a ‘Sang-fest’ in the Chapel, in the Gym and on the Campus not only brought pleasure 

to those who participated, but helped to implant the spirit of loyalty in the hearts of Juniata’s sons and daughters.”2  

You know how sometimes people pronounce the name of our school incorrectly? I wonder if it 

started with this next song (see Figure 3).3 Again, the melody is not original, and you will certainly 

recognize it. I will not sing all of this song, only the first verse and the last (click the YouTube link to hear 

Dr. Bukowski performing song #2: “Wahneeta,” https://youtu.be/FR06Z7xIs18).  

https://youtu.be/wiKYP5_xSWw
https://youtu.be/FR06Z7xIs18
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Figure 2. The difficulty many people have pronouncing “Juniata” has led to a marketing campaign that featured the 

pronunciation JOO-NEE-AT-UH and a 2016 YouTube video. You can watch the 2016 video here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJhRfDOSP6c.  

This next song is certainly as appropriate now as it was in the early years of the College (see 

Figure 4).4 I think the Enrollment Office may be interested in it because of the opening line of the song 

(click the YouTube link to hear Dr. Bukowski performing song #3: “Grow Quickly, Dear College,” all 

three verses, https://youtu.be/7HgKkTzai9k). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJhRfDOSP6c
https://youtu.be/7HgKkTzai9k
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Figure 3. In Juniata College: Uncommon Vision, Earl Kaylor addresses where this sentiment may have originated: 

“After the last class John Brumbaugh said to him [Jacob Zuck], ‘Only three pupils! It looks small indeed, but I hear 

others are coming.’”5 

This next song is my favorite: “Mem’ries of College Hill” (see Figure 5).6 I first need to give you 

a bit of history. Students Hall was a building next to Founders, up the hill along Moore Street. It opened 

in 1895, and it had science labs, athletic facilities, a library, and classrooms. It was used for over 70 years 

but obviously is not there anymore. It appears in this song and in another one after this. The main reason I 

like this song is that it talks about all the things we love about our college years—with the most important 
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one appearing at the end of the second verse (click the YouTube link to hear Dr. Bukowski performing 

song #4: “Mem’ries of College Hill,” all three verses, https://youtu.be/0KeQV4wW6BU). 

 

Figure 4. According to the “Forward” to The Juniata College Song Book, previous editions of the song book were 

widely used both by students and alumni. The 1912 edition was the first to include written music with the lyrics. 

This next song is about a couple of important things: love and a certain academic subject (see 

Figure 6).7 I almost used a line from this song as the title of my address this afternoon. I think you will 

know which one (click the YouTube link to hear Dr. Bukowski performing song #5: “A Retrospect,” all 

three verses, https://youtu.be/oUUETCpWVBI). 

https://youtu.be/0KeQV4wW6BU
https://youtu.be/oUUETCpWVBI
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Figure 5. The Juniata College Song Book was intended to serve “as a means of fostering and developing college 

spirit.” No claims were made that singing these songs would improve math grades.8 

After that story, we will end with an inspiring song (see Figure 7).9 In summary, remember the 

buildings, remember the halls, remember the mountains and hills, remember the experiences, remember 

the friendships, and always pay attention in math class (click the YouTube link to hear Dr. Bukowski 

performing song #7: “Hail to Juniata!” all three verses, https://youtu.be/IFPLtl9Jwrw).  

https://youtu.be/IFPLtl9Jwrw
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Figure 6. “Hail to Juniata” is described in Kaylor’s Juniata College: Uncommon Vision. Kaylor stated that “up to 

1898 Juniata had no common visible symbols upon which to build college spirit. Each class chose its own colors and 

motto, thus inspiring peer rather than institutional loyalty. The breakthrough came in 1898 when Dr. George Lyon 

composed the first Alma Mater.” This song is that first Alma Mater.10 
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Figure 7. The “Forward” to The Juniata College Song Book closes with “the Committee wish merely to voice their 

belief in singing such songs, as a means of fostering and developing college spirit. It stirs the blood of the 

undergraduate, and brings back to the Alumnus the memory of his happiest years.”11 
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