Juniata College

Office of Residential Life

Student Off-Campus Safety

Questions and concerns you need answered before signing a rental agreement.

1. Are smoke alarms installed? Working? Hard wire or battery?

2. How old are the smoke alarms? Are there enough smoke alarms to provide adequate safety?

3. How often are the smoke alarms checked and batteries changed? Who is responsible for checking and changing batteries?

4. Are there at least two ways to exit all living spaces and buildings?

5. Do the upper floors have a fire escape or ladder available for each bedroom? (if there are multiple floors). Is fire escape in adequate condition?

6. Are the living unit doors rated for fire?

7. Are fire extinguishers available? How many? Working?

8. Were the fire extinguishers inspected within the last year?

9. Is the electrical wiring adequate? How many circuits? What is the size (amps) and location of the panel box? Circuit breakers or fuses?

10. Is the building regularly inspected? By who? When was the last time?

11. What is the owner’s policy and method for correcting safety problems in the building?

12. Has there ever been a fire in this building? If so, identify the cause.

13. Does the residence have a gas or electric stove/oven.

14. Do you (the student) know how to use the appliance(s) correctly?

15. Who is responsible for cleaning snow/ice from around the building in the winter season?

16. Is there off-street parking? What are the parking restrictions around the building? Do parking areas have safe lighting?

17. Is the building located in a well-lighted safe neighborhood? Any criminal activity reported in the neighborhood?

18. If an apartment building: Are the hallways accessible to anyone or does it take a key to enter the building?

19. What is the locking system (security) for the building? Are there locks on the windows? What types of locks are on the doors?

20. Are carbon monoxide monitors installed? Working? Hard-wire, AC, or battery? Location of monitors?

21. How old are CO2 monitors?

22. How often are the CO2 monitors and batteries checked? Who is responsible for checking and changing batteries?

23. What is the lighting like around the exterior of the building? Does it provide adequate safe lighting?

24. Is the basement area able to be secured?

25. What type of furnace does the building have? (Gas, electric, oil, coal, wood)

26. How old is the furnace? Is it regularly inspected and serviced? When was it last inspected and serviced?

27. Has the chimney been checked for obstructions? When was it last checked?

28. Do you have renters insurance?
